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Foreword

Crossing Fences is a community program based on a 
simple, age-old process ‒ people learning from one 
another through the oral tradition.  There are stories, 
insights, perspectives and facts within all of us.  And, 
all too often, we take litt le time to share them.
In Summer 2014, SLB Radio Productions, Inc. (SLB), 
in partnership with Focus on Renewal, convened 
a group of students at the Father Ryan Arts Center.  
While learning about digital audio recording, the 
group also spent time discussing att ributes of male 
role models and identifying African American men 
with a connection to Sto-Rox to be interviewed.  
With support as needed, students then arranged, 
conducted and edited the interviews presented in 
this book and CD. Each student received a tablet 
computer as a reward for the hard work involved in 
giving voice to others.

Additional audio and photos are available at
www.neighborhoodvoices.org/crossingfences.  
Special thanks to Greg Quinlan, Terrance A. Austin, 
Joseph A. Herzing, Sister Sarah Crott y and everyone 
at Focus on Renewal and the Father Ryan Arts Center.

For additional copies of this book, other neighborhood 
oral history publications, or information about conducting 
a project in your own community, contact SLB Radio 
Productions, Inc. at slb@slbradio.org or 412.586.6300.
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Heath Bailey 
Born 1971 - Culturally-Responsive Educator
Interview by Jalen Council, Charles Strong & Alonzo Dean
Excerpts from Track 1

My childhood started in Homewood. I struggled 
through school. I didn’t realize it was my frustration 
of being in the situation I was in. I couldn’t have things 
other kids had, I had my brothers to compete with for 
food, and neighbors who weren’t living right. Now, 
as an adult and educator, I understand why I was 
acting out and not coming to school ready to learn.

When I was a principal at Sto-Rox, it seemed like a natural 
connection. I just got done working at Westinghouse and, 
prior to that, Allderdice, Brashear and Wilkinsburg. 

Because I had those experiences as a child and then 
working in schools, I understood what kids were 
going through.

I navigate in a white-male dominated world. There 
are tons of diff erent subtle stereotypes that we have 
to deal with on a day-to-day basis. A lot of times as 
African American males, we operate from a defi cit. If 
we can master not operating from a defi cit, that’s a 
huge leg up. We need to go back further than slavery 
and really understand who we are, what we invented 
and what we brought to this world. You’re not going 
to learn it in a curriculum ‒ go out and get it yourself, 
don’t beg a teacher to give it to you.

We need to use our brains instead of our mouths, 
instead of our fi sts. We’ll be bett er off . There’s a lot 
of people who came before us, who are pioneers and 
icons, who got us to where we are today because they 
used their brains.

I can relate to him in many ways. He is a 
seeker of knowledge, like I am.  He doesn’t 
stop until he has an answer to something, 

which I think is an honorable trait.
- Alonzo Dean, age 16

I learned that he went through struggles 
growing up. 

- Jalen Council, age 15

He inspires others to do what’s right.
- Charles Strong, age 16



8 98 999999999

David Coleman 
Born 1969 - Advocate, Probation Offi  cer, Football Coach
Interview by Tavion Laban, Korrell Robinson 
 & Antonio Lancaster
Excerpts from Track 2

My childhood was nice. We always played sports ‒ 
football, hide-and-go-seek. When I was eight, I had 
an eye injury. Losing my right eye was diffi  cult. My 
mom said go out there, play football or do whatever, 
but you’re not going to mope around the house. 
Going through that made me stronger. When the 

coaches found out I was blind in my right eye, they 
were, like, really? 

I went to the University of Pitt sburgh on a football 
scholarship and got a degree in Criminal Justice. I 
started off  coaching and then ended up being the 
probation offi  cer in the high school. I’m trying to instill 
positive att ributes in young men and women. The 
people they see every day ‒ teachers, parents, coaches, 
community leaders ‒ are the ones who need to be a 
positive role model in their lives. 

My brother was in prison. We had the same parents, 
we grew up in the same home. He let peer pressure 
get the best of him. He started with marijuana, it got 
laced with crack cocaine and he got hooked. He got 
clean in prison. He’s out and hasn’t been back. 

It’s hard out there. Continue doing the right thing. In 
the long run, the choices you are making are going to 
pay off  in the end. 

He was a running back then he became a 
defensive lineman. He had one eye but his 

coaches didn’t know.
- Antonio Lancaster, age 18  

He gave advice about taking care of 
ourselves. Laugh. Show emotion. We’ll be a 

bett er person if we do those things.
- Korrell Robinson, age 14

He was blind in one eye, but he was still 
able to make it through in life.

- Tavion Laban, age 15 
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Terrance A. Austin 
Born 1993 - Program Coordinator, Father Ryan Arts Center
Interview by Trevon Blair & Franklin Hudson
Excerpts from Track 3

If I could relive the great moments of my childhood, 
with my parents, I would absolutely do so. I believe 
that everything that happened up until today has 
put this person you see before you here.

I was bullied up until about my 8th grade year. 
Surprisingly, when I got to McKees Rocks, the bullying 
stopped. I was bullied because I’m very fl amboyant. 

All my brothers were jocks and I decided to do extra 
credit for the art teacher after school and help her 
clean supplies. I was bullied because I chose to be 
myself. 

I was put out from my mother’s house and offi  cially 
became homeless. It was because I was in high 
school and I started dating the first guy I ever 
dated. The most stress free and liberating time was 
when I became homeless. I started honing my skills 
and crafts. I met other artists who had similar 
stories. I  recognized on the streets that I had to save, 
get some education and get a house ‒ those were the 
important things.

When you change your standing in society, you change 
people’s view. When I became successful, things that 
people viewed as negative started dropping off . 

From gett ing his stories, I learned 
to appreciate my life. He had it rough, too. 

- Trevon Blair, age 16

I think he’s inspiring because 
he loves working with kids. 

- Franklin Hudson, age 15
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Ricky Hardy 
Born 1981 - Home Visitor, Family Foundations 
Interview by Jassaun Davidson, Isaac Hall & Gildas Kodjo
Excerpts from Track 4

I was raised in a single-parent home with my mom.  
I was the student council president and I was the 
captain on the baseball team my junior and senior 
year. I have an older brother that I really look up to. 
He went to IUP, CMU and now he’s a principal. My 
mom pushed me on a day-to-day basis and made 
sure I had the love and support to be successful.

I had one major setback. When I was 17, I was shot 
in my stomach. I had a lot of schools pursuing me 
for baseball. After that incident, a lot of schools 
backed off . Lincoln University took a chance and I 
was successful there. 

I’m a home visitor with a caseload of twelve families. 
We monitor child development and pregnant moms. 
We make sure the children are developing the way 
they’re supposed to so that when they go to Head 
Start they’re right on target.

The goals I had as a child were to be successful, make it 
out of the ‘hood and be a successful African American 
male. I do believe I accomplished my goal. But I still 
have a lot of work to do. I’m still trying to make sure 
that I help somebody else conquer their goal.

Follow your parents’ instructions and direction. If 
you have your family, your education, God and your 
sports, you’re on the road to being successful.

The advice that he gave us was something 
to admire and think about.

- Isaac Hall, age 16

I learned I need to focus on my education 
and on my family.

- Gildas Kodjo, age 14

He’s a person that has been through a lot 
and hasn’t given up.

- Jassaun Davidson, age 15
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Dalynn Liddell  
Born 1980 - President & Coach of the Sto-Rox Litt le Vikings 
Interview by Trevon Blair, Tracy Strong & Antonio Lancaster
Excerpts from Track 5

I was born and raised in McKees Rocks.  Hays Manor 
‒ that’s where I’ve been all my life. Coming up, it was 
rough. I’ve prett y much seen it all, from the shootings 
to the killings to the drugs. I’ve had a couple of friends 
that got killed. A lot of my friends have been to jail. 
I’ve got family members there. It was rough but I was 
able to overcome that.

We all played sports for the litt le leagues. The Sto-Rox 
Litt le Vikings played everybody ‒ from the North 
Side to Sheridan to Woodland Hills. I played from ‘87 
to ‘93 and had a nice litt le league career. I played my 
freshman, junior and senior year [for my high school 
team]. I was ineligible my sophomore year because I 
was skipping school almost every day. 

Not being allowed to play made me change my act. 
I actually became an honor student. Our middle 
school principal followed us up to high school. When 
I started changing my act, she called me to the offi  ce 
and I thought I was in trouble. She broke it down to 
me ‒ all the stuff  I did all the way up to then ‒ and 
how proud of me she was.

I’ve got about six years as a head coach and the rest 
as an assistant. And two championships. Football is 
prett y much life for me.

He is a good guy now. 
He changed and I like that. 

- Tracy Strong, age 16

He said don’t get into the drugs. Just stay 
in school, make good grades, and do not 
have kids when you’re young. Have kids 

when you’re ready for that responsibility.
- Antonio Lancaster, age 18

It made me think about some decisions I 
made because he made bad decisions and 

didn’t do what he was supposed to.
- Trevon Blair, age 16
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Maurice Wigley 
Born 1970 - Principal, Sto-Rox Elementary School  
Interview by Jalen Council, Franklin Hudson 
 & Korrell Robinson
Excerpts from Track 6

I was raised in Syracuse.  My parents separated when 
I was in 6th grade. My grades in high school were 
average. I did not see how important school was. I 
did what I could do just to get by. I didn’t get serious 
about it until I was in college and I knew that it was 
time to fi nd my way, pay my own bills.

I went to Clarion University of Pennsylvania for 
computer science. I ended up changing my major to 
education.  I saw an opportunity here at Sto-Rox and 
that’s what brought me to this community.

One of the things that stands out for me is the 
misconception of what it means to be a young black 
man. Most of our staff  is Caucasian and sees kids 
walking through the hall cussing each other, wanting 
to fi ght each other. It’s hurtful because a group of 
people may look at us like we hate ourselves and we 
hate each other. I always tell people my hand has 
touched the hand that touched the hand of a slave. It 
was  just a short time ago when we were all working 
together to be free, to be educated and to aspire to do 
incredible things. 

Mr. Wigley inspires me because he’s 
a great speaker and can teach you a lot.

- Jalen Council, age 15 

He has a big infl uence on students in 
school. When people need his help or if 

they’re in trouble, they’ll go to him.
- Franklin Hudson, age 15

He’s a good man because he helps 
kids with their problems.

- Korrell Robinson, age 14
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James K. Washington 
Born 1980 - Chef, Jerome Bett is Grille 36
Interview by Gildas Kodjo, Anthony Cliff ord & Zach Milton
Excerpts from Track 7

My childhood was good, two brothers, a sister ‒ I’m 
the youngest. My family is very tight knit. I would 
stay with my grandparents more than my mom and 
dad because both parents worked. My grandmother 
wouldn’t really allow us to go outside of her yard. 
That’s maybe why I was so bad ‒ I lived a sheltered 
childhood until I was about 11.

I went to prison for fi ve years for heroin, marijuana 
and cocaine. If I could do it all over again, I wouldn’t. 
My youngest son...I wasn’t there for his whole life. 
Today, we’re building [our relationship]. You’ve got 
to learn from your struggles and your mistakes.

I like McKees Rocks. We’ve lived here for about three 
years. It’s very friendly. I had a lot of family in McKees 
Rocks before I moved here, so I look towards putt ing 
myself back in the pyramid of my support system. If 
I have a problem, I can turn to my family. 

I’m a head sauté cook at Jerome Bett is’ restaurant. I 
like math because everything in life is a mathematical 
principle and if you apply it you always have the solution. 
I use math every day ‒ cooking, welding. I look at life as a 
mathematical problem ‒ if I can fi nd out X, I’m going 
to have the answer.

He told us about his time in prison and 
how he came back a changed man.

- Anthony Cliff ord, age 17

He went to jail and changed his life around. 
- Gildas Kodjo, age 14

He missed the fi rst fi ve years of his son’s 
life. That aff ected me because my father 
missed the fi rst three or four years of my 
life. That just hit me. I’m not the only one 

going through that.
- Zach Milton, age 17
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Darren McCormick 
Born 1968 - Advisor, African American Male Mentoring Initiative
Interview by Anthony Cliff ord, Tavion Laban & Shawn Strong
Excerpts from Track 8

I am a father and have been married for 14 years. I 
was born and raised in the Homestead area. I wanted 
to be a professional athlete, but my mother never let 
me play football because I had a bad heart when I was 
born. So I was the biggest kid in the marching band.

Being identifi ed as a nerd was a bit of a struggle, but 
I really didn’t care because I knew where my heart 

was. Dealing with some gang violence when I was 
15, 16 years old was a bit of a struggle because they 
would pressure me to do things and either become 
a member or suff er the consequences. But I could 
play the fence very well. I was cool with the gang 
members, but didn’t hang with them. I hung with 
my nerdy friends.

My role model was my sister. She was the fi rst one 
to go to college. She actually helped me quite a bit in 
my life through college and helped me get started in 
my career. 

In terms of your academics, do the best you can. In terms 
of your behavior, stay out of trouble. If you’re planning 
to go to college, now is when it starts to count. They’re 
going to look all the way back to 9th grade.

He told us how not to follow other people. 
Be yourself and have goals in life. 

Be positive and stay focused.
- Anthony Cliff ord, age 17

He had a big personality.
- Tavion Laban, age 15

He told me not to follow the crowd 
and not to play around in college.

- Shawn Strong, age 14
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Paul Bradley 
Born 1936 - Branch Administrator, South West Communities  
 Federal Credit Union
Interview by Antonio Lancaster, Jassaun Davidson & Isaac Hall 
Excerpts from Track 9

When I was in high school, I worked hard. I was always 
ambitious. By the time I was 16 I had my own car. But 
that wasn’t enough, I decided I needed another job. I 
went down to People’s Cab, said I was 21 ‒ and I’m 
driving a People’s Cab!  I went to Schenley High School 
and gave a report about my experiences driving a cab.

When I got out of high school in 1954, I started out 
working as a clerk. Most of my peers were joining 
the service. When I became 18, I joined the Air Force. 
I had a Top Secret clearance and  something we did was 
monitor radio broadcasts. I’m sure you’ve heard of the 
National Security Agency — we were a part of that.

After gett ing out of the service, I had to get a job. I 
applied at Pitt sburgh National Bank, now PNC. At 
that time, they didn’t have any black white-collar 
type employees. In the 1960s, they decided they were 
going to give some of the black guys like me a chance 
to work. 

Never give up on any challenges because life is 
not easy. If you start something, it might be a litt le 
discouraging at times ‒ keep pushing. Becoming a 
man is not when you get to a certain age ‒ you’re 
constantly challenged to be a man. I don’t think it’s 
something that just happens overnight. It challenges 
you all of the time, who you are and what you stand for.

He told us you can always make a way 
out of no way.

- Jassaun Davidson, age 15

He is a very happy man and enjoys his life.
- Isaac Hall, age 16

He told me to never give up on your dreams 
— nothing is impossible.

- Antonio Lancaster, age 18
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Willie H. Murray 
Born 1948 - Retired Port Authority Bus Driver
Interview by Quayonte Davis, Darius Michel & Chris Berube 
Excerpts from Track 10

I’m a retired Port Authority bus driver. I’m the oldest 
of ten children. I’ve been working since I was eight. 
That’s what came with being the oldest. At thirteen, 
I thought I was going to be a star athlete. But in a 
football game, I received an injury ‒ this arm does 
not straighten out.

I graduated in 1966 in June. In July, I’m in a room 
with 134 more young men, we’re all 18 years old in 
the Federal Building being drafted and inducted into 
the Army to go fi ght in Vietnam. When they do the 
physical and I have an arm that won’t straighten out, 
they say I’m handicapped and tell me to go put my 
clothes on and go home. 

There were 134 other young men there, 18 of them 
my friends. They passed their physicals. They all 
went into the war. None survived. Eight got killed, 
ten are probably wandering around homeless. Not 
until that day, when I watched my friends go away, 
did I realize that the Lord had this prearranged way 
before, so that today I sit here not being someone 
who went to war and had to kill. I am sitt ing here 
successful.

Give yourself the best education you can ‒ not for 
me, your mother, your friends ‒ but give yourself the 
best education so that you won’t come up short. 

God saved him from going to Vietnam and 
gave him a diff erent job.

- Chris Berube, age 13

When he was in high school, he injured his 
arm. That injury caused him to not go to 

Vietnam and die like a lot of his friends. He 
made a good thing out of a bad thing.

- Darius Michel, age 14

He told us to be clean and do right by God.
- Quayonte Davis, age 16
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