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Foreword

Crossing Fences is a community program based on a 
simple, age-old process ‒ people learning from one 
another through the oral tradition. There are stories, 
insights, perspectives and facts within all of us. And, 
all too often, we take little time to share them.

In Summer 2016, SLB Radio Productions Inc. (SLB), 
in partnership with YouthPlaces, convened a group 
of students at its Northside Headquarters. While 
learning about digital audio recording, the group 
also spent time discussing attributes of male role 
models and identifying African American men with 
a connection to Northview Heights to be interviewed.  
With support as needed, students then arranged, 
conducted and edited the interviews presented in 
this book and CD. Each student received a netbook 
computer as a reward for the hard work involved in 
giving voice to others.

We extend our thanks to Darrell “Baldy” Goodwine,  
The Mentoring Partnership of Southwestern Pa. and 
everyone at YouthPlaces.
For copies of this book, other neighborhood oral 
history publications, or information about conducting 
a project in your own community, contact SLB Radio 
Productions, Inc. at slb@slbradio.org or 412.586.6300.

Additional audio and photos are available at:
www.neighborhoodvoices.org/crossingfences.
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Darrell “Baldy” Goodwine
Born 1970 — Site Manager, YouthPlaces
Interview by Tyreece Archie & Daivon Giles
Excerpts from Track 1

I grew up in Northview Heights. I’m the youngest 
of eight. I believe in family. My mother raised me 
alone, and she did one heck of a job. Without her, I 
wouldn’t be the man I am today.

When we were kids, there weren’t any gangs. All we 
had to do was get up, go to school, and do what we 
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were supposed to do. We didn’t have to go outside of 
our community. Now, it’s a lot harder.

I went to IUP, but I left school so I could raise my kid. 
I started working—the first job I ever had working 
with kids—and I knew that’s what I wanted to do. 
I’m not a football coach. I’m not a basketball coach. 
I’m a life coach, teaching life skills. 

Who inspired me? Reggie Ward. He was like a father 
to the community. He treated me like he treated his 
own kids, and he made me want to do the work I do 
today.

My goal is to help as many kids as possible. It feels 
good when you know that you’re making a difference 
in somebody’s life. I want to see our community get 
back to where it was. Let’s get the love back and let 
everything else go. 

You want to have a productive life. You 
want people to remember you as something 
positive, the way I remember my mentor,  
Reggie Ward.

I can relate to having a single mom, 
because I never had my dad around.

- Tyreece Archie, age 18

It inspires me that he wants to help black 
men get out of the streets and provide for 

their families.
- Daivon Giles, age 13



8

Bill Gandy  
Born 1967 — Curator, Allegheny City Historic Gallery
Interview by Daivon Giles & Tyreece Archie
Excerpts from Track 2

We moved to Northview Heights in the 1960s. When 
we were there, the community was multi-racial, and 
then it started getting blacker as the years went on. 
Northview Heights was a special place to grow up.

We had seven kids, but my mother made sure we ate 
everyday and our clothes were always clean. We had 
a lot of fun. I used to like to build things.
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At Perry, marching band was one of my major 
accomplishments. Before 1985, Perry had a traditional 
marching band style. We decided to switch to a black 
college marching style. We went to the All-City Band 
Festival and nobody was ready for this. We took 
drums, a drill team, and some break dancers. As soon 
as we hit that field and started high stepping, even 
the schools were rushing to the front of the stands.

A lot of people know me as a leader because I started 
a lot of programs. I own the Allegheny City Historic 
Gallery on East Ohio Street. We collect and display 
objects from Northside’s history. 

I think that black people need to get back to opening 
businesses. This is how we survived a long time ago. 
There were black communities and their strength 
was because of their business. There should be more 
incubators for young black entrepreneurs.

We don’t have to be impoverished. We don’t have 
to go to jail. We don’t have to get in fights. We don’t 
have to lose our temper. You want to survive and 
thrive. Conflict has no place in our life.

He was honest and sincere about 
growing up. I like his interesting facts.

- Daivon Giles, age 13

When he was a kid, the neighbors were able
to look after each other. 

- Tyreece Archie, age 18
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Towan Hall
Born 1988 — Founder/Host, Common Conversation412
Interview by Taquan Peters & David Staples
Excerpts from Track 3

My childhood…I had happy times but mostly sad. 
Sometimes we didn’t have enough food. I spent my 
childhood going to see my dad in prison so I could 
have some type of relationship with my father. 

My mom didn’t have money for me to go to movies 
with my friends. If I was able to get two dollars,  
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I knew that I could ride the bus and see different 
parts of the city, so that’s what I did. 

In Northview Heights, I’ve seen resources and 
programs for youth decline. We don’t have something 
for them to learn teamwork, togetherness, unity. 
We’ve got to bring sports and activities back.

There are people that inspired me to become the 
person I am today, that made me passionate about 
youth and advocating for youth. I work with youth 
and try to help them accomplish goals. 

I always try to advocate, promote, push, uplift. I try 
to show people when something’s not right, we’ve 
got to do something about it.

I accomplished getting my GED and starting my own 
business. I have a podcast.

There’s going to be people who try to get you to do 
things that you know aren’t right. Don’t fall into it. 
Create your own path. Be persistent, be determined, 
and you can do anything you want to do. There may 
be barriers on your journey, but don’t stop fighting.

It inspired me that he never followed the 
wrong crowd.  

- Taquan Peters, age 16

He told us how he made the right decisions.
- David Staples, age 14 
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Anthony Smith 
Born 1959 — Van Driver, Pittsburgh Public Schools
Interview by Deine McCormick & Derrick Lewis
Excerpts from Track 4

When I first moved to Northview, they were not 
done building it. We used to have parades. We used 
to have community days. We had a lot of things 
to do.  I was in Young Life, Bethany House, the 
Vineyard, and Harambee House. There were good 
people in Northview. At that time we were more as 
one—we were together. Now, it’s so different, but it 
can change.
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When I went to Perry High School, black and white 
used to fight all the time. It went on for a long time, 
but the younger generation started getting together—
the blacks and whites—and a lot of that had to do 
with Martin Luther King.

When I was a teenager at the basketball court, some 
guys started arguing. The guy pulled out a knife and 
stabbed a guy. I had never seen anything like that. I 
thought he was going to make it but he didn’t.

I wasn’t a leader. I was a follower. I went to prison 
for a few years. I learned that was something I didn’t 
want in my life. You have a lot of time to think about 
what you can do to better yourself when you get out. 
That was thirty years ago. You live and you learn. 

God is everything to me. He lets me get up, He lets 
me eat. I’ve got a job and I’m thankful for being here.

You have to respect the community. Get educated. 
They have a lot of programs, it’s up to you to take 
advantage. There are a lot of things you can do with 
your life.

Hopefully he can influence more young 
people to take a good path and learn from 

his mistakes. 
-Deine McCormick, age 16

I believe he’s a good man because he cares 
about the community.

- Derrick Lewis, age 15
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Dashawn Badie
Born 1982 — Community Activist, Family Dollar Employee
Interview by Nasheed Goodwine, Lamont Johnson & David Freeman
Excerpts from Track 5

My teenage years were in Northview. In my 
household, it was just me, my mom, and my brothers. 
I played a lot of basketball and baseball.

My role model was Tyrone Branch, my brother. He 
was good, he was quiet, he stayed to himself, but he 
was the nicest person in the world. He would give 
you the shirt off his back. He was the only one in our 
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family to go to college. He was my favorite person. 
When my brother died, that was the worst.

Without family, you really don’t have anything. 
Everybody goes through problems. Everybody 
needs somebody to talk to. Family is very important. 
My child inspires me everyday. 

I care about my community. I would like for it to get 
better. If there’s somebody in the neighborhood that 
needs something, I try to be there for them. 

Listening is very important. You can’t be a talker all 
the time. Start listening to your parents. Be smarter 
in the things you do. Be positive and go to school. 
You need an education to do anything. 

It’s a struggle for black people. It’s always been a 
struggle. You have to be strong. There are going to 
be obstacles everyday, every second, every minute. 
Be strong-minded or you’re going to fall.

We both value family.
- Nasheed Goodwine, age 14 

I feel connected to him because I know how 
it feels to lose a brother.

- Lamont Johnson, age 16 

I can relate to him because we are both 
trying to be good role models.

- David Freeman, age 16
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Jeff Henson  
Born 1968 — Refuse Driver, City of Pittsburgh
Interview by Dominick Ross, Nykie Goodwine & Lewis Ross
Excerpts from Track 6

I was born and raised on the Northside. We were 
young brothers—playing sports, running around 
chasing girls and thinking you know it all. 

My mom went back to school, got her degree and  
was able to revitalize the neighborhood. I saw 
what education could do for you. She met with 
President George Bush and Senator John Heinz.
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My friend’s dad owned a garbage company. That 
was my first job. He taught me a lot. Sometimes we 
would cut school and he’d come home and see us. 
He said, “all you’re doing is hurting yourself.” That 
was his philosophy. Life is the greatest teacher. The 
choices you make will be with you. You’d better 
make the right ones. 

I had a son when I was 17. I was a kid with a kid. I 
had two more daughters in my 30s. My vision by 
then was a whole lot different. I was more of a man 
instead of a kid.

I went to jail when I was 26 for three years. To do 
time is boring. You’re wasting time. The saddest 
part about being in jail was my mom would 
come to see me and I’m handcuffed. That’s just 
embarrassing. I couldn’t even look her in the face. 

Keep your head up. Stay focused. Listen to your 
parents, your teachers, mentors. Sacrifice now to 
be greater later.

He inspired me to keep my grades up so I 
can go to college and get a good job.

- Dominick Ross, age 17

He cleaned his life up. Morally,  
I want to be like him.

- Nykie Goodwine, age 14

He told me to stay out of trouble and stay 
on the right path. 

- Lewis Ross, age 15 
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Douglas Johnson
Born 1970 — Custodian, Allegheny Traditional Academy
Interview by David Staples & Taquan Peters 
Excerpts from Track 7

I had a great experience growing up. We played from 
sunup to sundown. We went from court to court, we 
had our own separate teams. 

I went to South Vo-Tech. Everybody was together 
from different neighborhoods. We never had any 
racism or anything like that. 
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Growing up being black wasn’t really hard for me. In 
my teenage years, I really didn’t know what racism 
was. I know now because I’m older. When they give 
you word, you fight back with word. That’s how you 
beat them, and you just keep on smiling at them.

My struggle was being around all the drug dealers 
growing up. My biggest fear was fighting every day 
and getting caught up in the streets. But I got over 
that obstacle and became the man I am today. I was a 
good kid. I also had good parents.

My kids inspire me to be the person I am today. I have 
to do the right things to keep them going and put them 
on the right path. My advice for African American 
males would be: think positive, go to school, and pay 
attention. Read books. Just be yourself. Don’t worry 
about the neighborhood you grow up in. Don’t let 
other people influence you to do bad things.

When it’s all said and done, I want people to 
remember me as a good, clean-cut guy who took care 
of his family and always did the right things.

He talked about staying away from bad 
friends and I agree with him. I don’t like 

negative peers.
- David Staples, age 14

He told me to fade away from the wrong 
crowd and find a good path. 

- Taquan Peters, age 16
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Steven Glover
Born 1969—Owner, Glove’s Electrical Company;  

 Refuse Driver, City of Pittsburgh
Interview by Deine McCormick & Derrick Lewis
Excerpts from Track 8

I was born here on the Northside and I witnessed a 
lot. I came from a single parent home, it was tough. 
I had a lot of people I looked up to. Growing up on 
the Northside, everybody was family. Every parent 
was like a parent to you. My mom’s my rock. She  
led me right. 
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He said that success is if you’re happy. 
- Deine McCormick, age 16

He made me feel that I can be a leader and 
help my friends that are on the wrong path. 

- Derrick Lewis, age 15

I went through a lot of struggles when I was young. 
You had to fight your way up and down the street. 
My uncle was my role model. When things got rough, 
he came to get me. He educated me on the way up.

I got away from the streets and made a life for myself, 
and that’s why I tell every kid, your life hasn’t begun 
yet. If you get an education and finish, that’s the 
number one key. Young kids today need to be leaders. 

Quit playing house and become independent and 
career driven. There’s a whole life ahead of you. You 
have to control yourself, control your heart, control 
your mind. Life could be so much better for you.  Just 
relax, take your time, one step at a time.

Stay positive. You’re on borrowed time. You’re on 
your momma and daddy’s time. Until you get old 
enough to stand on your own two feet, that’s when 
it’s your time.

Don’t put too much pressure on yourself. Be thankful 
you can wake up and be blessed that you have a family 
you can hug everyday. When your time comes, get 
that education and stay hungry.
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Rod Rutherford  
Born 1980 — High School Sports Consultant, ETHIC Training
Interview by Dominick Ross, Nykie Goodwine & Lewis Ross
Excerpts from Track 9

A lot of people look at the neighborhood as an 
intimidating place. Growing up in Northview, we 
really didn’t see it. I enjoyed my childhood. I thought 
it was a great childhood. 

I always had a love for playing sports. My mom had 
a demand that I graduate from high school and get 
a diploma from college. Because of sports I was able 
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to go to college and give my mom that piece of paper 
she always wanted. 

When I was a kid, I was always getting in trouble. But 
as time went on, I got to realize what life was about. 

When I got to high school, my basketball coach 
said, “In life, you have to take advantage of your 
opportunities. If you have the ability to do it, don’t 
let anything stop you.” It gave me the confidence and 
strength to try everything that I wanted to try.

My only Super Bowl was a surreal moment. Growing 
up, loving the Steelers, and having that opportunity 
to be there was unbelievable.

Whatever you decide to do, you have to figure out 
what your work ethic must be. At the end of the day 
you have to improve yourself. If you can’t improve 
yourself, you can’t help others.

I think men like Rod Rutherford can 
influence kids to get out of trouble and 

keep on the right path.
- Dominick Ross, age 17

I took what he said and used it as a lesson. 
You shouldn’t have children at a young age. 

- Nykie Goodwine, age 14

I felt a connection with him because 
his father was not around when he was 

growing up.
- Lewis Ross, age 15
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Weston White, Jr.
Born 1988 — Community Activist
Interview by David Freeman, Nasheed Goodwine & Lamont Johnson
Excerpts from Track 10

I had my mom, dad and little sister in the house 
growing up. My family has been in Northview longer 
than I can remember. My grandparents were from 
Northview. I loved it.

People think having high grades or doing good in 
school is taking away from social life, but that isn’t 
the case. Getting into college, I lost a lot of offers 
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because of my academics. If I would have gotten that 
3.0, I could have done a lot more.

I have friends that have been to jail, been killed. 
It’s so easy to get caught up in what your friends 
are doing. People give advice because of the things 
that they’ve been through and obstacles they had to 
overcome. I’m never too good to listen to somebody 
that’s willing to give advice.

Live your life the way that you want it to be, not 
because somebody else is doing it. Look in the mirror 
and if you can honestly say that you’re happy with 
what you’ve created, then that’s a life worthwhile.

Find what you’re good at, what you want to excel at, 
and what you want your life to be. Do everything in 
your power to accomplish that. Because once life is 
done, it’s done. 

At the end of the day, if anyone had something to say 
about me, it would be that I really cared about my 
community and making lives better for youth.

He’s my role model. I’m trying to be my 
nephew’s role model. 

- David Freeman, age 16

Life to him is helping kids.
- Nasheed Goodwine, age 14

I would also like to be a role model to kids.
- Lamont Johnson, age 16
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