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Foreword

Crossing Fences is a community program based on a 
simple, age-old process ‒ people learning from one 
another through the oral tradition. There are stories, 
insights, perspectives and facts within all of us. And, 
all too often, we take little time to share them.

In Summer 2016, SLB Radio Productions, Inc. (SLB), 
in partnership with Brothers and Sisters Emerging 
convened a group of students at Brothers and Sisters 
Emerging. While learning about digital audio recording, 
the group also spent time discussing attributes of 
male role models and identifying African American 
men with a connection to Garfield to be interviewed.  
With support as needed, students then arranged, 
conducted and edited the interviews presented in 
this book and CD. Each student received a netbook 
computer as a reward for the hard work involved in 
giving voice to others.

We extend our thanks to Coach Bob Jones, Coach Garth 
Taylor, Wendy Guy, Wayne Jones, The Mentoring 
Partnership of Southwestern Pa. and everyone at 
Brothers and Sisters Emerging. 

For copies of this book, other neighborhood oral 
history publications, or information about conducting 
a project in your own community, contact SLB Radio 
Productions, Inc. at slb@slbradio.org or 412.586.6300.

Additional audio and photos are available at:  
www.neighborhoodvoices.org/crossingfences.
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Coach Manny Gay, Sr. 
Born 1947 — Community Activist, Retired
Interview by Maxwell Martin, Davon Hamlin, Michael Mosley 

 & Xzavier Rodgers
Excerpts from Track 1

Coming up in Garfield, we had to create our own 
fun. We had no activities and nothing to do up here. 
Garfield was a family-oriented community. My mom 
died when she went into the hospital to have my 
youngest brother. The community stepped up, made 
sure we had breakfast, made sure we had lunch until 
my dad got home.
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At one time, this community was about fifty/fifty, 
black and white. The whites controlled everything. 
Anything we wanted to do, we had to go elsewhere 
to do it. At ten o’clock at night, we used to walk down 
to the East Liberty YMCA’s gym and pool. Then, at 
midnight, we would walk back. Imagine fifty young 
black people walking from East Liberty to Garfield.

When Martin Luther King died, they had curfews. 
The National Guard was stationed at Aiken and 
Penn Avenue. It was an angry time for black people 
in this community. When Martin Luther King gave 
his speech, I Have a Dream, I took a group of kids 
because I felt that was important for them to see. I’m 
happy to see my sons Mike and Melvin involved in 
the community. 

Look back, and see what the history is. A lot of 
people gave their lives for what you have today. Do 
something to help somebody down the line. Learn 
from the past, it helps you in the future.

I want to be like him and give back.
- Maxwell Martin, age 12  

He taught me a lot about helping others.
- Davon Hamilton, age 13

He makes the community a better place. 
-Michael Mosley, age 12

He made his own games growing up.  
This reminds me to be creative.

- Xzavier Rodgers, age 11
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Coach Bob Jones, Jr.  
Born 1969 — President and CEO, Brothers and Sisters Emerging
Interview by John Krall, Keylen Kenney & Xzavier Rodgers
Excerpts from Track 2

My childhood was good. My parents were married 
until I turned 6 years old. My father wasn’t in the 
home, but I knew where he was. It did have an effect 
on me. 

I have good friends that I grew up with. I have 
thirty and forty year relationships with some guys.  
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My mother was influential in me doing good things 
in life. She would always tell me I wasn’t allowed to 
be afraid of people and I shouldn’t be afraid to try 
new things. 

Garfield influenced me to play sports, do well 
in school, and have a sense of pride in any and 
everything that I’ve done. I chose to be here in this 
neighborhood because I wanted my children to be a 
part of where a lot of cultural and influential things 
take place.

I had a child when I was thirteen years old. When I 
had summer employment opportunities, I couldn’t 
buy tennis shoes, I had to buy Pampers®. It woke 
me up, quick. I have a bachelor’s degree in public 
administration and a minor in public management. 

You can’t exchange loyalty for anything. If you’re 
a friend, you should be a friend to the end. You’ve 
gotta be humble. Stay focused. Don’t be down on 
yourselves. We all go through some hard times. 
Bounce back. Get through it. Don’t stay stuck in a 
bad place. Don’t stay down.

He made me think about going to college. 
- John Krall, age 12

I like how he overcame his struggles.
- Keylen Kenney, age 12

I felt a connection because we are both 
close to our moms.

- Xzavier Rodgers, age 11
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Michael Gay, Sr.
Born 1970 —Police Officer, City of Pittsburgh
Interview by Jordan Franklin, Lydell Price & Ramir Johnson
Excerpts from Track 3

I’ve been living in Garfield my entire life, 46 years. 
There wasn’t a street you couldn’t go on or a person 
that didn’t know you or your family. It was one of 
the best neighborhoods to grow up in. 

My momma instilled a respect and work ethic in me. 
She worked two jobs to raise me and my brother to 
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He made me think about my future. 
- Jordan Franklin, age 11

We share the same dreams.  
I want to be a police officer, too.

- Lydell Price, age 15

He taught me a lot about Garfield. 
- Ramir Johnson, age 13

be  successful as well as respect the community and 
people within the community. In return, they will 
respect you ten-fold.

One of my mentors is Michael McGinnis. When I 
was fifteen, he was twenty-six. He’s been that guy 
that I’ve patterned my whole life after. He helped 
me, along with several others in the community. We 
now want to give back to the community that gave 
so much to us.

I went to school for elementary education. We had 
some financial issues, so I came home and started 
working. Now, in my twenty-third year of being on 
the police force, I’m not teaching math and science. 
I’m teaching about everyday life.

Resources are here for you. If we don’t have the 
answer, we will get it for you. That’s what being a part 
of a community is all about. Coming from Garfield, 
you’re being instilled with values and work ethic. As 
long as you’re a part of this community, you’ll never 
be forgotten.
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Fred Dingle
Born 1958 — Maintenance worker, B.B. Donneley
Interview by Davon Hamlin, Maxwell Martin & Michael Mosley
Excerpts from Track 4

Garfield is one of the smaller communities in 
Pittsburgh. Everyone knows your name, your face. 
My dad got sick when I was ten years old. I was 
forced to grow up fast and be the man of the house. 

Our family has a church on the Northside called 
Victory Baptist. A strong spiritual seed was planted 
in me when I was young.
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Singing is one of my passions. It was a God-given 
talent. I was hearing harmonies when I was in my 
mom’s womb. When I was six I played drums.

Being in a band started to affect my life. I struggled 
with drugs and alcohol. I’m coming up on five years 
clean.

I was taught when I was younger that if you’ve never 
seen a man, you can never be a man. I had mentors 
like my dad, uncles, older cousins, grandad.  I took a 
little bit of all of their characteristics and made myself 
who I am today. 

You have to have respect to receive respect—respect 
for yourself, others, elders. For everything and 
everybody. I think that would help mellow out the 
violence that’s going on, especially among ourselves. 
A lot of times, when you get to the root of the problem, 
it’s something so minute.

There’s nothing that you can’t obtain. Obstacles are 
going to test your faith. Whatever you want to do, 
you can do.

He taught me that instead of trying to get a  
C, try to get an A and excel.  

- Davon Hamlin, age 13

He inspired me to give back to my community.
- Maxwell Martin, age 12

He said you should try to get your  
education and, if not, get job training.

- Michael Mosley, age 12
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Andre Turner
Born 1983 — Wing Supervisor, Shuman Juvenile Detention Center
Interview by Jairon King, Nikhai Hill-Green & Zion McCaskill
Excerpts from Track 5

I was born and raised in Garfield—Kincaid Street.  
I come from a household with a mother and  
a father. I have five siblings. My mother was very 
strong in her beliefs and her approach towards raising 
us to be young responsible, smart individuals. 

Community shaped me in a lot of ways. It taught me 
responsibility at a young age, growing up in what 
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you can consider “the gang era.” The Garfield Gators 
organization kept us off the streets, kept us out of 
trouble, playing football and moving in the right 
direction.

It’s tough being a minority young man, especially in 
the inner city. I had a lot of male role models. They 
laid the blueprint for me. They pushed me and made 
sure I stayed on that right path.

I had a lot of obstacles in life—death, misfortune, ups 
and downs financially. It’s easy to fall off-track. It’s 
easy to get side-tracked. You’ve got to stay positive, 
stay on the path. You’ll run into roadblocks in life and 
that’s just part of being a young man. Life  happens at 
an extremely fast pace. You just gotta keep moving, 
keep pushing. 

Hard work is important in terms of who you want to 
become as a young adult. Don’t shy away from hard 
work because nothing worth having is easy. You’ve 
gotta work for it.

I learned that he’s a hard working man. 
- Jairon King, age 11

He showed me how I can get better and 
how I can get through the bad times.  

- Nikhai Hill-Green, age 15

He was a great person to interview. I want 
to hear even more about his life.

- Zion McCaskill, age 13
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Neal S. Williams III
Born 1963 — Mental Health Coordinator, Weiblinger’s Residential Care
Interview by John Krall, Keylen Kenney & Xzavier Rodgers
Excerpts from Track 6

I came up in Garfield. We’d cut the fire hydrant on 
and have fun in the water. I was a class clown. I was 
a fighter. That got me in a lot of trouble. I used to box 
for the K Boys Club on the Hill.

I’m a licensed chef and a licensed barber. In high 
school, I took up culinary because of the way I 
was raised. One of my chores was to pick greens.  



19

During the holidays, I sell sweet potato cheesecakes 
and sweet potato pies as a hobby. I also cut hair. I 
had my own barbershop in the basement. I was the 
only barbershop at the time. I started cutting hair in 
‘78. I had a pizza shop. I had two convenience stores. 
I also had the first store-bus in Garfield. For at least 
three to five hours a day, I would go back and forth 
from Cornwall, Colombo and Fern. 

As a young adult, I got into selling drugs. I did 
seven years in the penitentiary. Doing time helped 
me become a better person and a man that accepts 
responsibilities. 

I help support programs in Garfield and I also coach 
football. When mentoring, I understand that I cannot 
get everyone to listen. But if I get one person to 
listen, that means something to me. I wish I could 
let a kid learn from the lesson I learned from being 
incarcerated and hope that I can make them become 
a better young man. 

I was inspired because we have  
similar interests. 

- John Krall, age 12

I felt a connection to him because  
he’s a chef. I also like to cook.

- Keylen Kenney, age 12

He taught me that if you put your  
mind to it, you can do anything.

- Xzavier Rodgers, age 11
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James Reid
Born 1968 —Billing Clerk, Alcosan
Interview by Mark Fancher, Omar McCord & Damiaz Kenney
Excerpts from Track 7

I was born and raised in this neighborhood.  
I’ve coached for the Gators for the last twelve years. 
I grew up with a single mom, two little brothers, and 
a little sister. 

I went to college for two years. I wasn’t mature, 
and the end result was that I left school.  
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I ended up coming home and selling drugs, and then 
I went to prison for ten and a half years. Once I had 
my kids and found my passion for coaching, that 
helped me change my life.

Three years before I came home, my uncle died, 
my grandma died, and then my mom died. I was 
wondering what was going to happen when I came 
home. People changed. I changed. The neighborhood 
changed. It was a big adjustment, but I’ve overcome 
it because I started going to church. That’s the biggest 
thing that helped turn my life around.

You’ve got to work hard. Nobody’s going to give 
you anything. You’ve got to earn it. You’ve got to be 
focused and know what you want to do with yourself.

I want to live to be old. I want to be able to watch my 
kids grow up. I want to stay in Garfield. I always want 
to be involved with the Gators. I’ll keep coaching 
until my knees give out and then I’ll just keep trying 
to give back to the community and trying to make a 
difference.

He taught me that you need to put family
before everything.
- Mark Fancher, age 13

He taught me that family is important. 
- Omar McCord, age 12

He inspired me to do my work in school
and stay focused.

- Damiaz Kenney, age 12
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Mike McGinnis  
Born 1959 — Retired USPS Supervisor
Interview by Michael Mosley, Davon Hamlin & Maxwell Martin
Excerpts from Track 8

My childhood was very good. Garfield was a close-
knit community. Everybody knew one another, 
everybody helped one another. I didn’t get in trouble 
as a teenager. I was too scared of my parents. I was 
smart enough not to give into peer pressure. Don’t 
let anyone talk you into something that you don’t 
want to do.
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I played on Garfield’s softball team and that team is 
still around. My father played on Garfield’s softball 
team. That was a nice time for the community. 
Everybody came and watched the game.

My mother and father told me, “You can live here, 
you can eat here, you can sleep here, but don’t ask for  
money because you graduated from high school.” 
That’s when I decided to get my first job. I flipped 
hamburgers at Hardee’s.

I worked for PennDOT before I went to the post 
office—eight years being a mailman and the last 
twenty-two a supervisor. 

My father provided for us. I never wanted for nothing, 
so I try to provide well for my family.

Get everything you can out of school because it will 
help you graduate and get a degree. If you don’t go 
to college, work on something. Learn how to build 
houses, be good with your hands.

He inspired me to work harder in school.
- Michael Mosley, age 12

He talked about how family and school  
are important. 

- Davon Hamlin, age 13

He taught me to learn from my mistakes.
- Maxwell Martin, age 12
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Darrin Walls, Jr. 
Born 1988 — Professional Athlete
Interview by Nikhai Hill-Green, Zion McCaskill & Jairon King
Excerpts from Track 9

My childhood was kind of rough at times. I grew up 
in Garfield. I had both of my parents in my life but I 
struggled through a custody battle. I had a sister and 
a bunch of cousins. We didn’t have the most money 
but we always found a way to make it happen. 

My dad was the biggest factor in my life. Seeing 
how hard he worked, I didn’t want to let him down.  
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I knew he believed in me and made some sacrifices 
for me to be the person I am today. Growing up, I 
always thought my dad was too strict, but it was for 
the best. 

I knew I had to make it to college. I don’t know if my 
dream was the NFL, but once I made it to high school, 
I took it more seriously. The best day of my life was 
graduating from college. I didn’t get drafted but I got 
picked up as a free agent. When a team picked me up 
I knew that I had to prove myself. 

My family comes first. I’m a great son, brother, and 
friend. Football doesn’t define me. I try to make sure 
people know I care. For me it’s all about trying to 
change someone’s life in a better way.

Be strong. Be confident. Be smart. Don’t let anyone 
tell you that you can’t be anyone because of the 
society we live in. I want people to understand that 
they have control over their life most of the time. 
There’s so many opportunities in this world and we 
can take advantage of those if we don’t put ourselves 
at a disadvantage.

It was fun hearing that he also played for 
the Garfield Gators. 

-Nikhai Hill-Green, age 15

He inspired me to go to college.
- Zion McCaskill, age 13

He said he’d be the same without football 
and that his family comes first.

- Jairon King, age 11
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Wayne Jones  
Born 1987 — COO Penn Hills Charter School of Entrepreneurship
Interview by Omar McCord, Mark Fancher & Damiaz Kenney
Excerpts from Track 10

I was born and raised in Garfield. I grew up on 
Mossfield Street. We didn’t have a lot of technology, 
so we spent our time outside in the woods or walking 
to go swimming or see a movie. 

I had three goals. I wouldn’t put a financial burden 
on my parents, I would graduate, and I would come 
back and give back to my community.
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I’m chief operating officer of a charter school in Penn 
Hills. I went to school for business management and 
I have an MBA.

I live by being persistent, and what I mean is not 
to give up. Most people who are successful today 
have failed at some point. Never give up, because 
opportunity will always be waiting for you.

Never stoop down to anyone’s level or what you 
think they may want you to be. What you have up 
top in your head is what’s most important and what’s 
going to get people to respect you the most.

Be yourself. Embrace who you are. Have it in yourself 
to live by your own standards to be successful. Just 
because someone is not telling you you’ve done a 
good job doesn’t mean you haven’t done a good job. 
If you have very high expectations for yourself, no 
one’s going to have higher expectations for you.

I think he is a good man because he reached 
his goal to go to college. 

- Omar McCord, age 12

He is great because he puts his family first.
- Mark Fancher, age 13

I admire him because he makes sure I’m 
safe and has a great job.

- Damiaz Kenney, age 12
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Coach Garth Taylor  
Born 1969 — Program Manager, Brothers and Sisters Emerging
Interview by Jordan Franklin, Lydell Price & Ramir Johnson
Excerpts from Track 11

The first part of my childhood was regular. My 
mother died when I was ten from breast cancer and 
things went downhill after that. I was lost for ten 
years because the person that guided me through 
life, the person that I trusted, was gone. The hardest 
obstacle I overcame in my progress to adulthood, 
parenthood and manhood was getting my sense of 
spirituality back.
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When I first moved here from New York City, you 
didn’t have to worry. You could let your guard 
down. In the ‘90s, things started to get dangerous. 
More people, including myself, were choosing to do 
negative things rather than positive things.

I really disliked the drug culture. I ended up selling 
drugs because being broke is a disease nobody wants. 
I was about nineteen when I started.

I graduated from Waynesburg College. I didn’t know 
what I was getting myself into, but I knew I had to 
do something other than just exist after high school. 
Initially, I studied elementary education. I switched 
to criminal justice with a minor in political science.

I would like to see our young black males step up, 
be leaders and take control of their communities. 
We’re different and we have to learn how to work 
through our differences. Stop thinking that only one 
can survive. There’s room for us all at the top in our 
own way.

He made me realize that I need to stay out 
of trouble and do well in school.

-Jordan Franklin, age 11

He is a great role model and a strong man.
-Lydell Price, age 15

He inspired me to think about my future
-Ramir Johnson, age 13
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