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Foreword
Crossing Fences is a community program based on a
simple, age-old process—people learning from one
another through the oral tradition. There are stories,
insights, perspectives and facts within all of us. And,
all too often, we take little time to share them.
In Summer 2018, SLB Radio Productions, Inc. (SLB), in
partnership with Center of Life and The Mentoring
Partnership of Southwestern PA, convened a group
of students at the Spartan Community Center
of Hazelwood. While learning about digital
audio recording, the group also spent time
discussing attributes of male role models and
identifying African American men with a
connection to Hazelwood to be interviewed.
With support as needed, students then arranged,
conducted and edited the interviews presented in
this book and CD. Each student received a netbook
computer as a reward for the hard work involved in
giving voice to others.
We extend our thanks to Vanessa Thompson of The
Mentoring Partnership, Joy Cannon, Pastor Tim
Smith, JaQuay Edward Carter and everyone at Center
of Life. Additional audio and photos are available at
crossingfences.org.
For copies of this book, other neighborhood
oral history publications, or information about
conducting a project in your own community, contact
SLB Radio Productions, Inc. at slb@slbradio.org or
412.586.6300.
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We have a lot of hope for Hazelwood. I’m in meetings
with the community about development. I’m so
proud and excited to be a leader in this movement.
I’m the founder and president of The Greater
Hazelwood Historical Society. It’s bringing pride
back to Hazelwood and restoring hope.
I’ve tried so many different things to see what
was best for me. My job in the military was a legal
services supervisor. I received a medical discharge.
Other people in the platoon were being deployed,
but because I had a medical issue I was released.
Some of those people never made it back home. I feel
fortunate that wasn’t what God had for me.
I always wanted to be a teacher. But I don’t have to
be a teacher in the classroom. I can be a teacher in the
streets and everywhere that I am. I can still teach and
inspire people by the way that I live my life.

JaQuay Edward Carter
Born 1983 — Founder, Greater Hazelwood Historical Society
Interview by Devin Igles, Robert Taylor III & Raymond Johnson
Excerpts from Track 1

I’m from Glen Hazel and Hazelwood. Born and
raised here. We have such a closeness here. I was
able to turn to a lot of individuals for help, who have
molded me. I grew up in the church and I was in the
choir. I got money to go to college from the church.
The church was everything to me.
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He made me feel like I could achieve
anything I put my mind to.
- Devin Igles, age 17

He inspired me to give back
to the community.
- Robert Taylor III, age 14

It’s nice to know that he has
hope for Hazelwood.
- Raymond Johnson, age 12
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I’m impressed that he
has his own business.
-Charles Auman, age 14

He lost some friends. I also know
how it is to lose a good friend.
- Darrel Pullie, age 16

health and phys ed bachelor’s and sports ed minor.
It took me almost a year to find a job. It wasn’t even
in my major. I was working at a rehab facility until
I started my own company. I started a landscaping
company called Settle Grounds. My main goal is
to keep my entreprenuership going, to have Settle
Grounds grow into a mentor piece. I want people
where I’m from to know that we are capable of doing
whatever we want.

Trevaun Hairston

Born 1992 — Coach, Hazelwood Cobras; Owner, Settle Grounds
Interview by Charles Auman & Darrel Pullie
Excerpts from Track 2

This is where I was born and raised. There was
violence, but it was also fun. We were outside all
day. Lost a lot of friends, gained some friends. I’m
still here and that’s a blessing. I’m investing myself
in the community and the youth around here.
I graduated from Allderdice in 2010, went right to
IUP, Punxey Campus. I graduated May 2015 with a
8

Having a daughter changed my life. I have to take
her into consideration. Whatever she sees, she picks
up on. She changed my life for the better. My mom
was always involved in the community, I just picked
up behind her. I just want my legacy to be me being
viewed as a positive role model, being there for my
community, my family.
Everything’s in arms reach. If you stay focused,
determined, know what you want, put a plan behind
it, write down your goals, let it be known what
you’re trying to do—people will help you. You’ll be
surprised at how much people are willing to help
you when you’re willing to help yourself.
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I was inspired by my grandfather and my father.
My grandfather couldn’t read or write, but he
had numerous businesses. He was a deacon in the
church and used to give sermons on Sunday that
my grandmother preached to him on Saturday. This
man had a memory bank that was second to none.
My father inspired me because he was big on work
and learning. My father was the first black male to
graduate from the high school in my town. Education
was the thing of the future. He also pushed us to do
everything with our hands. He gave us the foundation
to grow.
Hazelwood has been excellent for me since we moved
here in 1992 from South Oakland. I think it has gotten
better and I think it’s on us to make it better. We have
to care about our community. We have to make it
want to grow, make it want to strive and make it nice
for our children.

Cletus Helton

Born 1956 — Owner, C&D’s Kitchen
Interview by Marquis Carter & Samuel Auman
Excerpts from Track 3

I went to Mount Union Area High School in Central
Pennsylvania. I graduated in 1974. Our school
system in that little town was probably one of the
best anywhere. I grew up with a pony, chickens,
cows and pigs in my yard. We played from the time
the sun came up in the morning until it went down
at night.
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My goal was to have a family business. We have a
business called C&D’s Kitchen. It’s so much better
when you get an excellent job, earn excellent pay, sit
back and say, I’m not going to lose mine because I’m
going to work everyday for this.
He told us to have a good relationship
with God. I pray to Him everyday.
- Marquis Carter, age 17

When he said that kids should play
outside, I realized I should get out more.
- Samuel Auman, age 13
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He likes to read. I like to read, too.
- Christian Watkins, age 13

He stands up for himself.
- Rae Zellous, Jr., age 13

He taught me that it’s never too late to
change what you want to do.
- Zack Richards, age 16

We’ve got to read and study and know what
happened before 1492. Civilization was founded
in Africa by people of color. There’s all types of
shades of skin on the planet, but they make it seem
like colored people haven’t done anything. We have
a very rich history.

Luc Mickens

Born 1991 — Program Coordinator, KRUNK Movement,
Center of Life
Interview by Christian Watkins, Zack Richards & Rae Zellous, Jr.
Excerpts from Track 4

I grew up middle of the middle class. My mom is
white, my dad is black. I was raised by my mom. Her
experience was something, coming up in the 90s with
two black kids. Racism is a huge tool used to oppress
people and give people power. I got to experience
both sides of that with a very neutral perspective.
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I have a bachelor’s degree in political science and
philosophy and a bachelor’s degree in dishwashing.
If I’m going to do something, I’m going to do it the
best that I can do it. I didn’t get down about my life
because I had to wash dishes. That’s how I had to
get money. I was landscaping at the same time and
working at 1Hood. Working is always a thing.
Know thyself. That doesn’t mean what’s your favorite
brand, basketball player or favorite food. Beyond
that, what’s your history? Where do you come from?
What’s going on politically? It’s up to you to handle
your business, motivate yourself and be who you
are. You have to create aspirations and goals for
yourself, and then go out and get them.
13

College was good for me. I met my wife in college. I
went for accounting. I had a minor in mathematics.
Math came easy to me.
Me and my younger brother own the company Jadell
Minniefield Construction. My two youngest brothers
have their own businesses, but we all work together.
We demolish residential and commercial structures
throughout Western Pennsylvania. My dream job.
Hazelwood hasn’t changed that much, with the
exception of a lot of buildings on Second Ave gone
now, the mill is gone. There are a lot of new people
coming in, but it’s still the same principle. It’s a close
knit neighborhood, you know everybody. I like the
direction the neighborhood is going in.

Odell Minniefield, Jr.
Born 1976 — Owner, Jadell Minniefield Construction
Interview by Devin Igles & Raymond Johnson
Excerpts from Track 5

I was born and raised in Hazelwood. I wouldn’t say I
had struggles growing up. For me it was structured.
All I knew was work. I’d go to work and come home.
I had good grades. I was a high honor roll student. I
went to Burgwin, Gladstone, then Allderdice. I went
to school with everybody from the neighborhood
that I knew.
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Respect your parents and your elders. Work hard
in school, get the grades. Try to minimize the
distractions. Be a man of your word. Do what you say
you’re going to do. That’s the main piece of wisdom
that I live by.

He sets a good example for the black
community in Hazelwood.
- Devin Igles, age 17

He’s a hard worker.
- Raymond Johnson, age 12
15

He never gave up on his dreams. I like
designing games and I’m thinking
of games for the future.
- Christian Watkins, age 13

He’s a gamer, like me.
- Robert Taylor III, age 14

He told me stories about the kids in
Hazelwood getting together, riding bikes,
and respecting their elders.
- Devin Igles, age 17

There’s so many mentors I look up to. All my uncles—
all the people in this neighborhood—they inspired
me because they were there for us. They raised us.
They got me to where I’m at right now.

Lamar Griffith

When I got out of high school I was in the army;
almost five years. I’m now a custodian at Pittsburgh
Obama. I have a daughter, two years old. It’s cool
being a first-time father. Sometimes I pinch myself.

My childhood was very fun. We were outside all the
time. St. Stephen’s even had a bazaar. Hazelwood
is family. That’s how the neighborhood was when
I was growing up. Family morals. Family structure.

Getting to see everything that’s changing about this
neighborhood is great because we’ve been through
some down times. Our steel mill closed; that put
us through a depression. Growing up we had each
other. We still do have each other, but let’s put some
new things in the neighborhood for the kids.

Born 1982 — Custodian, Pittsburgh Obama 6–12
Interview by Christian Watkins, Robert Taylor III & Devin Igles
Excerpts from Track 6

My grades were good. I was a bookworm. If I missed
a school bus, I was crying. School was everything.
School is your experience with your peers.
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Keep your goals in front of you. Please don’t listen to
the negativity. Honor your mother and father.
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I’m starting this program called Future Kings—a
mentoring program for African American kids who
are disadvantaged in different neighborhoods. My
main goal is to become an anesthesiologist. From
middle school to high school I’ve been in a mentoring
program—Gateway Medical Society. That’s how I
got started with medicine. There’s a low number of
African American males in the medical field. They
created that program to try to change that.
My mentor and my father both encourage me to
do more in life. What drew me to anesthesiology
was my mentor, Dr. William Simmons, who I met
during Gateway Medical Society. I ended up going
to Tuskegee, which is one of the best choices I ever
made. I have an internship this summer at Pitt. I like
being with patients. I’m going to go to medical school
after I get my bachelor’s degree.

Odell Minniefield III
Born 1997 — Pre-Med Student, Tuskeegee University
Interview by Marquis Carter & Samuel Auman
Excerpts from Track 7

I’m from Hazelwood, born and raised. It was a little
rough, we had shootings. The neighborhood has
progressed in terms of getting more peaceful. It’s
definitely a large change from when I was younger.
The only thing I would change is the negative stigma
about Hazelwood because of the past.
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Chase your dreams. Anything you put your mind to,
you can do. There’s going to be a lot of people who
tell you that you can’t. You have to push forward. I
promise you will be successful.
He inspired me not to give up on what I
want to do in the future.
- Marquis Carter, age 17

I’d never heard of an anesthesiologist
so I learned something new. Now that I
understand it, I think it’s interesting.
- Samuel Auman, age 13
19

He told us to put down technology,
pick up a book and read it.
- Rae Zellous, Jr., age 13

He served his country and helped youth.
- Zack Richards, age 16

People seemed happy. I started to hang out and blend
in with the community.
About two years ago, I joined The Mission Continues.
I got an opportunity to join Hazelwood Initiative to
do a fellowship. I started to do a lot of community
outreach. You can tell that there’s a lot of love in this
community.

Derrick Clark

Born 1977 —Fellow, The Hazelwood Initiative
Interview by Zack Richards & Rae Zellous, Jr.
Excerpts from Track 8

My connection to Hazelwood is interesting. I grew up
in a time where we wouldn’t even come to Hazelwood,
it was not safe. My best friend ended up moving
to Hazelwood. I used to come over to his house all
the time. I started to see the change. It didn’t look
like the Hazelwood I knew from fifteen years prior.
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Peer pressure was one of the biggest challenges I
faced growing up. A lot of the guys in my community
did not have father figures, so they all turned to each
other for guidance and some of the guidance was not
the best. I didn’t know how to be a man because I
didn’t see it. I didn’t know what I wanted to do. Now
I have more sense of purpose. School, military, I
traveled the world, I had children—I’m appreciative
of the life I’ve led up to this point. I’m at peace.
There are a lot of people that didn’t give up on me.
Don’t give up on the youth. We were all there at one
point in time. Be available. If you can’t help them
today, give them your email or telephone number.
Have a meeting at a restaurant. Do something
different to show them that we care.
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I did not graduate. Because of my economic
circumstance, I went into the military. I always
say that the U.S. military is the greatest educational
institution in the world.
When I left Vietnam, I worked in Hazelwood as
a community organizer. I was able to travel the
country. I am a national leader in the veteran
business movement. I developed a veterans’ business
center teaching entrepreneurship to veterans at
Robert Morris University. I am the president of 21st
Century Industries—we do consulting and business
development for entrepreneurs and businesses.
I have had tremendous mentors. One of them is
Big Jim Smith. He would have played for the Boston
Celtics, but got drafted into the United States military.
He went on to be a leader in state government in
prison reform, and he was from Hazelwood.

Richard Portis

Born 1944 — Veteran; President, 21st Century Industries
Interview by Darrel Pullie & Charles Auman
Excerpts from Track 9
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Greater Hazelwood was the most phenomenal
experience. I am able to look at a tremendous,
nurturing community—a community that gave me
a lot of confidence, a lot of friendships and a lot of
direction to be successful in my life.

I had a wonderful childhood growing up in Glen
Hazel and being able to witness family unity. My
neighbors, classmates, friends were all part of my
family. My brothers were always my heroes.

He gave me insight on what my goals
should be. I found that motivational.

I left Gladstone High School, I had a basketball
scholarship at Robert Morris University. I found out
that Point Park was offering me a better scholarship.

He told us to pick our role models
and research them.

- Darrel Pullie, age 16

- Charles Auman, age 14
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He told us to go out and see the world.
I always wanted to visit other places.
- Marquis Carter, age 17

He wants to inspire people to go further.
- Samuel Auman, age 13

The biggest problem we have in Hazelwood is our
attitude towards change and people who come from
outside of Hazelwood to present change. One of
my goals is to establish a community center similar
to the one I grew up in. It would have a free clinic,
entrepreneurs, credit‑building classes and wealthbuilding classes.

Justin Peeks

Born 1984 — Teacher, Propel Hazelwood
Interview by Marquis Carter & Samuel Auman
Excerpts from Track 10

I grew up on Almeda Street right by Burgwin
Elementary. When we were kids we literally walked
everywhere. If we didn’t walk, we rode a bike. We
knew every part of Hazelwood. We grew up before
technology took over. We used to go down to
Dairy Mart, hit up Uncle Larry’s, get a wedgie and
get some penny candy.
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In college, I traveled up and down the east coast.
I joined a fraternity. I was on a championship
competing step team. I’ve traveled out midwest, I’ve
been out of the country. Ever since I got my passport,
I’ve never stopped looking for places to go.
I grew up around drugs, I grew up around violence.
It’s not a cool thing. It’s a thing that will change you.
I went and discovered a whole new world.
I’m back in Hazelwood to show youth that we are
much more than this neighborhood. You go into
the world being from this neighborhood but that
doesn’t mean that you can’t bring the world into this
neighborhood.
25
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Hear the original interviews and reflections from
these and more than 350 other men and boys at
crossingfences.org.
For a CD containing these interviews and
reflections, additional copies, or information about
conducting a project in your own community,
contact SLB Radio Productions, Inc. at
slb@slbradio.org or 412.586.6300.

27

